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Iconic Wilderness Holiday 
Sossusvlei - Swakopmund - Skeleton Coast - Palmwag 

10 Days / 9 Nights 

Reference: Wilderness Safaris Package 

Date of Issue: 09 May 2018 

 

 

Click here to view your Digital Itinerary 

Introduction 
 

 

Key 

B&B: Bed and breakfast 

FI: Fully inclusive 

 

Price 
USD $ 6,000 per person 

Accommodation Destination Basis Duration 

Kulala Desert Lodge Sossusvlei FI 2 Nights 

Hansa Hotel Swakopmund FI 2 Nights 

Terrace Bay Resort Skeleton Coast FI 1 Night 

Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp Skeleton Coast FI 2 Nights 

Desert Rhino Camp Palmwag FI 2 Nights 

http://wetu.com/Itinerary/Landing/C3E5897D-7E58-4136-985F-35613F9AFC43
http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_1520
http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_28944
http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_8725
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Day 1:  Kulala Desert Lodge, Sossusvlei   
 

Sossusvlei 

Located in the scenic Namib-Naukluft National Park, Sossusvlei is where you will find the iconic red sand dunes of the 

Namib. The clear blue skies contrast with the giant red dunes to make this one of the most scenic natural wonders of 

Africa and a photographer's heaven. This awe-inspiring destination is possibly Namibia's premier attraction, with its 

unique dunes rising to almost 400 metres-some of the highest in the world. These iconic dunes come alive in 

morning and evening light and draw photography enthusiasts from around the globe. Sossusvlei is home to a variety 

desert wildlife including oryx, springbok, ostrich and a variety of reptiles. Visitors can climb 'Big Daddy', one of 

Sossusvlei’s tallest dunes; explore Deadvlei, a white, salt, claypan dotted with ancient trees; or for the more 

extravagant, scenic flights and hot air ballooning are on offer, followed by a once-in-a-lifetime champagne breakfast 

amidst these majestic dunes.     

 

Day Itinerary 

From Windhoek we drive to Kulala Desert Lodge in the private Kulala Wilderness Reserve. Here we explore the iconic 

dunes of Sossusvlei and the moon-like landscape of Dead Vlei. 

Overnight: Kulala Desert Lodge  View iBrochure 

Kulala Desert Lodge’s location at the foot of the majestic Sossusvlei dunes allows for stunning views in every 

direction, while its private entrance to the Namib Naukluft National Park makes it the closest location to Sossusvlei. 

The camp is ideal for self-drives and groups.  Twenty-three thatched ‘kulalas’ (including two family units) on raised 

platforms make for airy, comfortable accommodation, and guests can even sleep out on the flat roofs. Afternoons 

around the pool provide relief from the heat, while the wraparound veranda at the main area overlooks a waterhole, 

and private tours of the dunes provide the ultimate Sossusvlei experience.   INSIDER'S TIP: Try your hand at desert 

photography – whether capturing the red colour of the dunes in the early morning light or the otherworldly tree 

skeletons standing starkly across the floor of Dead Vlei.   

 
 

Basis - Fully Inclusive 

 

 

 

 

http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_1520
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Day 2:  Kulala Desert Lodge, Sossusvlei   
 

Day Itinerary 

Activities revolve around early morning guided drives to the dunes of Sossusvlei through the private gate (for 

Wilderness Safaris vehicles exclusively) on the Tsauchab River, as well as nature drives and walks on the private 

Kulala Wilderness Reserve. 

Visit Sossusvlei and Dead Vlei 

World-famous Sossusvlei is both the name for the area in general as well as an enormous clay pan, flanked by the 

enormous sand dunes. Nearby, at the foot of some these dunes the skeletons of trees dominate the landscape, 

where once water flowed. This is known as Dead Vlei. 

Visit Sesriem Canyon 

This fascinating geographical formation is well worth a visit. The result of millions of years where water carved its 

way into the earth, Sesriem Canyon is today three kilometres long. Views from the top are breathtaking while walks 

through the canyon reveal distinct geographical layers which were laid down over aeons. 

Nature drives 

The 37 000-hectare private Kulala Nature Reserve offers visitors exclusive wildlife-viewing opportunities which 

include the likes of gemsbok (oryx), bat-eared fox, brown hyaena and birdlife. Enjoy a coffee or sundowner stop in 

scenic parts of the reserve as a highlight. 

Hot air balloon safari* 

The balloon safari on the Kulala Wilderness Reserve offers a truly unique experience to soar silently above the 

magnificent sand dunes and desert, with a champagne breakfast being served at your landing site. *This activity is at 

additional cost and is closed on 25 December, 1 January and from 15 January to 15 February. 

Basis -  Fully Inclusive 

 

Day 3:  Hansa Hotel, Swakopmund   
 

Swakopmund 

Set along Namibia's spectacularly scenic coast, the seaside town of Swakopmund is known for its wide-open 

avenues, colonial architecture, and is surrounded by otherworldly desert terrain. Founded in 1892 as the main 

harbour for German South West Africa, Swakopmund is often described as being more German than Germany. Now 

a seaside resort town, Swakopmund is the capital of the Skeleton Coast tourism area and has plenty to keep visitors 

happy. The quirky mix of German and Namibian influences, adventure options, laidback atmosphere and cool sea 

breeze make it very popular Namibian destination. Visitors can look forward to a number of exciting activities 

including: quad biking, horse riding, paragliding, fishing, sightseeing and fascinating desert tours.   

 

Day Itinerary 

We take a scenic flight to Swakopmund, a picturesque town that blends European and African culture. We’ll explore 

the Atlantic coast with a private boat cruise from Walvis Bay to Sandwich Harbour (weather permitting) to see 

diverse pelagic (ocean-going) birdlife, Cape fur seals and rare Heaviside’s dolphins up close. We stay at the grand 

Hansa Hotel. 
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Overnight: Hansa Hotel   

Centrally situated, the hotel serves as the perfect getaway to all tourists amenities which Swakopmund and 

surrounding areas have to offer, from sand-boarding some of the highest dunes in the world to big game viewing in 

one of our country's world-known game parks. Surrounded by local tour operators, aviation and safari offices and 

five minutes from the beach, the Hansa Hotel is perfect for the discerning traveler looking for an adrenaline filled 

holiday or merely a bit of relaxation.      

 
 

Basis - Fully Inclusive 

 

Day 4:  Hansa Hotel, Swakopmund   
 

Activities 

Cape Cross Seal Colony 

 

Cape Cross Seal Colony 

This colony of Cape Fur Seals is one of the largest in the world, home to approximately 80 000 to 100 000 of these 

so-called 'seals', which are in fact a species of sea lion. Day trips to the colony are offered and the seals can be 

viewed from a walkway at a distance of roughly 200 metres.  

 

Basis - Fully Inclusive 

 

Day 5:  Terrace Bay Resort, Skeleton Coast   
 

Skeleton Coast 

Stretching from the Swakop River to southern Angola, the Skeleton Coast is known as the 'Land God Made in Anger' 

and is remoteness at its best. Thousands of miles of sandy desert dotted with shipwrecks meet with the cold waters 

of the Atlantic and somehow an amazing array of wildlife and flora manages to survive in this harsh but beautiful 

environment. Ocean fog creeps over the shoreline caused by the warm dry air of the Namib Desert colliding with the 

cold Benguela current. This otherworldly area is home to a diversity of wildlife including seabird colonies, Cape fur 

seals, zebra, gemsbok, desert-adapted elephant, lion and much more. Surfing enthusiasts are drawn to these 

powerful waves and photographers flock from around the globe to snap a shot of this eerie shipwreck graveyard and 

for the unrivalled maritime photographic opportunities. This coast is desolate but breathtakingly beautiful.  
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Day Itinerary 

Travel up the legendary Skeleton Coast where you can expect to see the fascinating lichen plains at Wlotskasbaken 

and remains of shipwrecks along the way. We also take in the ghostly disused diamond mine near Toscanini and 

overnight at Terrace Bay Lodge in Skeleton Coast National Park. 

Overnight: Terrace Bay Resort   

Terrace Bay is a NWR facility - an angler's paradise offering an absolutely unsurpassed coastal experience packed 

into one destination. Whereas the camp is ideal for anglers, it is also set in an undisturbed and peaceful surrounding 

enveloped in the sand dunes of the northern Namib Desert. Whether it is families looking for a getaway holiday or 

ardent adventurers looking to explore the Uniab River delta, Terrace Bay has something for everybody. With 2 beach 

chalets and 20 double rooms, the camp caters for a maximum of 50 people and thus ensuring not only minimum 

human induced impact on the environment but also an enhanced wilderness experience for the visitor. The cold 

Benguela current which runs offshore in the Atlantic Ocean is the source of a large variety of fish species. Therefore 

bring along your rod and experience a fishing adventure of a lifetime. Venturing into the nearby Uniab River Delta 

exposes the visitor to a wilderness aspect of Terrace Bay that few are aware of. Whether it is hiking, bird watching, 

game viewing or just living a sundowner on the dunes, Terrace Bay is a destination with a difference. 

 
 

Basis - Fully Inclusive 

 

Day 6:  Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp, Skeleton Coast   
 

Skeleton Coast 

See Above 

 

Day Itinerary 

We continue through the Skeleton Coast National Park to the Möwe Bay Museum and then head inland to other 

attractions including two oases, an intriguing “roaring” dune and spectacular desert scenery combined with 

whatever wildlife presents itself. We spend two nights at Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp. 

Overnight: Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp  View iBrochure 

The name “Skeleton Coast” conjures up romantic images of desolate beauty, and proudly remote Hoanib in the 

Kaokoveld does not disappoint. The dry bed of the Hoanib River supports a thin green ribbon of vegetation and the 

wild beaches of the Atlantic coast are within reach, with their noisy seal colonies and eerily quiet shipwreck 

http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_28944
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remnants.  Eight large en-suite tents (including one family unit) and the main area provide shady viewpoints, while 

nature drives into the surrounding area reveal a wealth of desert-adapted wildlife. Desert-adapted lion and brown 

hyaena may also be glimpsed in this vast but far from lifeless landscape.   INSIDER'S TIP: Take a drive down to the 

Skeleton Coast and a scenic flight back to camp to see such a diverse area both on the ground and in the air.   

 
 

Basis - Fully Inclusive 

 

Day 7:  Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp, Skeleton Coast   
 

Day Itinerary 

Game drives 

Nature drives showcase the magnitude of the landscape and offer the best possibilities of seeing desert-adapted 

wildlife. Morning or afternoon drives are available as well as full-day excursions. 

Skeleton Coast excursion 

On a stay of three nights (or more) full-day excursions to the Skeleton Coast are offered. The fascinating 4x4 trip to 

the coast takes you via the wilderness and wildlife of the Hoanib River and floodplain, the dune fields and Klein 

Oasis, while the Skeleton Coast itself reveals a rocky coastline with its huge Cape fur seal colony and a few shipwreck 

remains. Weather dependent, a scenic flight back to camp offers a magnificent perspective of your journey from the 

air. 

Day trips to Desert Oases 

Day trips to Klein Oase and Auses Spring can be organised. These oases are a fascinating respite from the dry 

surrounds of the desert and offer the chance of seeing wildlife coming to drink as well as plenty of birdlife. These 

full-day trips are done in our semi-closed game drive vehicles, with a stop for a picnic at a scenic spot along the way. 

Interaction with wildlife researchers 

Presentations and interaction with wildlife researchers at the Hoanib Research Centre are on offer when researchers 

are in camp. These cover all current research being supported at Hoanib, in particular the vital work being done by 

Dr Flip Stander and his team on the unique desert-adapted lion. 

Basis -  Fully Inclusive 
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Day 8:  Desert Rhino Camp, Palmwag   
 

Palmwag 

Palmwag is beautifully located along a palm-lined tributary of the Uniab River. Water is scarce in this area, so the 

river’s presence often lures elephants closer to the camps. Palmwag is situated halfway between Swakopmund and 

Etosha and is the ideal base from which to see the sights of the Kunene region or embark on one of the many local 

hiking trails.  

 

Day Itinerary 

Another exciting day is spent on the road to Desert Rhino Camp. The rugged, rocky and mountainous Palmwag 

Concession brings with it the opportunity of seeing giraffe, gemsbok (oryx) and springbok. We bed down at Desert 

Rhino Camp and spend two days tracking the rare desert-adapted black rhino which are monitored and protected by 

the Save the Rhino Trust. 

Overnight: Desert Rhino Camp  View iBrochure 

Desert Rhino Camp offers an original, exclusive wilderness experience and the possibility of seeing some of the 

largest free-ranging population of desert-adapted black rhino in Africa. The desert plains – transformed overnight by 

summer rains – are starkly scenic, and home to other unique species, from Hartmann’s zebra, lion and giraffe to the 

bizarre welwitschia plant.  The camp consists of eight comfortable Meru-style tents with en-suite bathrooms, and 

shady main area with refreshing plunge pool. Run in conjunction with Save the Rhino Trust, Desert Rhino Camp 

offers rhino tracking by vehicle and on foot with experts from this conservation NGO.   INSIDER'S TIP: Explore this 

extraordinary landscape in search of desert-adapted wildlife and gain amazing insight into the ecology and 

conservation of this area. A picnic lunch is the perfect complement to your day’s outing!    

 
 

Basis - Fully Inclusive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_8725
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Day 9:  Desert Rhino Camp, Palmwag   
 

Day Itinerary 

Rhino tracking on foot and by vehicle 

We typically set out in the morning on game drive vehicles, behind the Save the Rhino trackers, who keep records on 

where and when previous rhino were seen. This enables them to track the rhino, although due to the vast terrain we 

sometimes drive long distances to view them. Once we have located an animal, tracking by foot can take place 

depending on the position or location of the rhino. 

Basis - Fully Inclusive 

 

Day 10: End of Itinerary   
 

Day Itinerary 

We bid farewell to our adventure as we transfer to the Doro Nawas Airstrip to return to Windhoek. 

Basis - Breakfast 

 

Transport 
 

Flight Information 

Transfers 

 

Date Flight Airline Departure Airport Time Arrival Airport Time Class Ref 

 Charter  Hosea Kutako 

International Airport 

[WDH] 

 Kulala Desert Lodge    

 Charter  Kulala Desert Lodge  Hansa Hotel    

 Charter  Desert Rhino Camp  Hosea Kutako 

International Airport 

[WDH] 

   

Date Company Pick Up Drop Off Time Vehicle 

  Hansa Hotel Terrace Bay Resort  Transfer 

  Terrace Bay Resort Hoanib Skeleton Coast 

Camp 

 Transfer 

  Hoanib Skeleton Coast 

Camp 

Desert Rhino Camp  Transfer 


