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Uganda & Rwanda Gorilla Trekking 
Volcanoes National Park - Lake Mutanda 

5 Days / 4 Nights 

 

Date of Issue: 26 April 2018 

 

 

 

Click here to view your Digital Itinerary 
 

Introduction 
 

 

Key 

B&B: Bed and breakfast 

FB+: Dinner, bed, breakfast, lunch and activities daily 

 

Price 
USD 3700 per person  sharing  

Excludes Gorilla permits USD 2,100 per person 

Accommodation Destination Basis Duration 

Mountain Gorilla View Lodge Volcanoes National Park FB+ 2 Nights 

Chameleon Hill Lodge Lake Mutanda B&B 2 Nights 

http://wetu.com/Itinerary/Landing/3c642af7-166d-4d47-9187-5e79904315ad


P a g e  | 3 
 

 

 

Day 1:  Mountain Gorilla View Lodge, Volcanoes National Park   
 

Volcanoes National Park 

Bordering the Democratic Republic of Congo in Rwanda, the Volcanoes National Park is best known as a sanctuary 

for the region’s rare mountain gorillas. Visitors flock here to experience a face to face encounter with these 

intriguing creatures. The park is set high on the jungle-covered slopes of the volcanic Virunga Mountains. Highly 

regulated treks through the reserve allow visitors to spend an hour at a time with these incredible primates in their 

natural habitat. While the gorilla’s are without a doubt the main drawcard, visitors can also look forward to exploring 

a network of scenic hiking trails, visiting the tomb of the world-famous Dian Fossey and the Karisoke Research 

Centre, and enjoying a beautiful day hike to the crater lake on Mount Bisoke.  

 

Day Itinerary 

Upon arrival in Kigali, you will have a short visit to the Genocide Memorial centre in Gisozi. This memorial stands on 

sacred ground where a quarter of a million people lie buried. Later, drive to Ruhengeri. This journey north goes 

through the beautiful terraced hill sides that characterize much of Rwanda¹s landscape, gradually climbing to the 

base of the awesome volcanoes, sometimes with as many as five peaks visible. The meal plan for this day is lunch 

and dinner at your preferred accommodation. 

Overnight: Mountain Gorilla View Lodge   

The Mountain Gorilla View Lodge is perfectly situated for gorilla tracking in Rwanda. The 30 individual cottages have 

been built on 4 acres of land on the slopes of Mt Sabinyo. The stone and thatch cottages each have en-suite facilities, 

a small lounge with a fire place and a private veranda. The cottages are of a good size and are well positioned to give 

them privacy from each other. Being at altitude, it can get cold therefore each cottage has a fireplace in the room. 

Located very close (about 15 minutes) from the main headquarters of Rwanda's Volcanoes National Park (Parc 

National de Volcans), this is a very handy base from which to explore the area and organise treks to see the Golden 

monkeys and, of course, the mountain gorillas. This is a great location with superb views of the volcanoes. 

 
 

Basis 

  

Full Board and Activities 

 



P a g e  | 4 
 

 

Day 2:  Mountain Gorilla View Lodge, Volcanoes National Park   
 

Day Itinerary 

This morning with an early breakfast, you will drive to Volcanoes National Pak headquarters where our trackers will 

be met and head up the slopes of the Virunga Volcanoes after a briefing from the park wardens. Visit one of the ten 

habituated groups assigned to you. Tracking the gorillas through the lush forested slopes of the Virungas is an 

absolutely exquisite experience. You need to have a good level of fitness for the gorilla trek. You can trek from 1-6 

hours through dense forest vegetation, slippery slopes and changing weather. If you are lucky you can get to the 

gorillas, spend an hour with them, and be back at the base in time for a late lunch. Some gorilla families however are 

hard to pin down, and tracking can take a full day, especially when it is wet and muddy. After lunch, you may decide 

to visit the local communities neighboring the park or relax at the lodge. The meal plan for this day is breakfast, 

lunch and dinner at your preferred accommodation. 

Activities 

Rwanda Gorilla Trekking 

 

Rwanda Gorilla Trekking 

As you may be aware, there are only 650 mountain gorillas remaining in their natural habitat. These habitats are in 

Rwanda, Uganda and Congo.  Presently, Rwanda not only enjoys the best security in the region but also has the 

easiest access routes for visiting the mountain gorillas. We organize thrilling treks to visit these gentle giants in their 

misty mountain home, also known as the Virunga Mountains (a chain of volcanoes with altitudinal ranges of 3500m-

4507m). Mountain Gorillas are found in the high altitude forests surrounding these volcanoes.  There are currently 7 

habituated gorilla families that can be visited and 2 Golden Monkey Families (Kabatwa & Musonga).  1- Sabyinyo 

Group -This is a family of 10 gorillas, led by the biggest Silverback known in the entire jungle called Guhonda. 2- 

Amahoro Group - 17 members including two Silverbacks 3-- Umubano Group - 12 members including one Silverback 

4- Group 13- 25 members including one Silverback 5- Susa Group - The largest family with 43 members including 6 

Silverbacks, it split in two groups recently. Susa A- 28 members Susa B- 15 members 6- Kwitonda Group- 18 

members including three Silverbacks 7- Hirwa Group- 11 members including one Silverback  In order to minimize 

behavioral disturbances to the gorillas, only 8 people are allowed to visit each of the families and for a period not 

exceeding 1hour. This means that only 56 people are allowed in the park daily. The limits serve to protect gorillas 

from the risk of exposure to human- borne diseases. 

 

Basis 

  

Full Board and Activities 
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Day 3:  Chameleon Hill Lodge, Lake Mutanda   
 

Lake Mutanda 

Situated in Uganda, Lake Mutanda is a small freshwater lake sandwiched between the Bwindi Impenetrable Forest 

and the Mgahinga Gorilla National Park in the Virunga Mountains. Set against a misty mountain backdrop, the 

picturesque lake is dotted with islands, and the surrounding landscape is scattered with wetland ecosystems and 

lakeside forests stretching up the mountain slopes which provide a safe habitat for the endangered mountain gorilla. 

Visitors can look forward to gorilla tracking, bird watching, lake lounging, volcano hiking, and paddling in a traditional 

dugout canoe. 

 

Day Itinerary 

After breakfast, drive to the Rwanda-Uganda border and be transferred to Lake Bunyonyi for a relaxation. The meal 

plan for this day is breakfast, lunch and dinner at your preferred accommodation. 

Overnight: Chameleon Hill Lodge   

Located on the shores of one of East Africa’s most beautiful lakes – Lake Mutanda, visitors will enjoy spectacular 

views across the lake with its islands and surrounding hills. Chameleon Hill and its breathtaking surrounding scenery 

offer a variety of different activities and the perfect combination of relaxation and adventure.  Accommodation at 

Chameleon Hill Lodge comprises of 10 chalets. All chalets provide unobstructed views across the lake. The chalets 

are individually furnished and has essential features for a comfortable stay.  Common areas at Chameleon Hill Lodge 

include the wooden deck with picturesque views of the surroundings, and a modern lounge with a fireplace and 

library. Also featured at the lodge is a restaurant serving international cuisine with some African touches. 

 
 

Basis 

  

Bed & Breakfast 

 

Day 4:  Chameleon Hill Lodge, Lake Mutanda   
 

Day Itinerary 

After breakfast, you will be transferred to the gorilla tracking information office for a pre-gorilla tracking briefing by 

the park warden and rangers at 8am. After briefing, the rangers will then lead you into the forest to track these 

gentle giants (Mountain gorillas). The thrill of spending time observing the gorillas as they interact with each other is 
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a pleasing and unforgettable one, you are allowed an hour witnessing the interaction of these close relatives of ours. 

You are advised to carry with you a packed lunch for, the time spent tracking the gorillas would not be known to you 

but varies from 3 to 8 hours. Time permitting; you may go for a late afternoon community walk to see the local 

people’s way of life and cultures. The meal plan for this day is breakfast, lunch and dinner at your preferred 

accommodation. 

Activities 

Gorilla Trekking 

 

Gorilla Trekking 

Wake early for a hearty breakfast to give you the energy needed for gorilla trekking. Before 8:00am, report to the 

ranger station for registration and a talk by one of the rangers. The guides will then take you through the bush, 

pushing your way trough the undergrowth, to track the gorillas. (Please note this trek can take from 30 minutes to 5-

6 hours). A reasonable degree of fitness is required, as well as a sturdy pair of walking shoes. Sit in the forest among 

the gorillas, listening to them ‘talk’ to one an other, and marvel at the sheer size of the dominant male, the 

Silverback. It is an extraordinary feeling sitting in the dense rainforest knowing you are with a few of the last 

remaining mountain gorillas. It's amazing to think there are only about 650 of these beautiful creatures left.    

 

Basis 

  

Bed & Breakfast 

 

Day 5:  End of Itinerary   
 

Day Itinerary 

You will cross the Uganda-Rwanda border after your breakfast and be transferred to Kigali to end your safari. 

 

Basis 

  

Bed & Breakfast 

 

Transport 
 

Transfers 

 

Date Company Pick Up Drop Off Time Vehicle 

  Kigali International Airport 

[KGL] 

Mountain Gorilla View 

Lodge 

 Transfer 

  Mountain Gorilla View 

Lodge 

Chameleon Hill Lodge  Transfer 


