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Luxury Namibian Desert Dunes Safari 
Sossusvlei - Swakopmund - Skeleton Coast - Palmwag 

10 Days / 9 Nights 

 

Date of Issue: 12 January 2018 

 

 

 

Click here to view your Digital Itinerary 

Overview 
 

 

Key 

FI: Fully inclusive 

Price 
From  USD 6,000 per person 

Accommodation Destination Nights Basis Room Type 

Kulala Desert Lodge Sossusvlei 2 FI  

Hansa Hotel Swakopmund 2 FI  

Terrace Bay Resort Skeleton Coast 1 FI  

Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp Skeleton Coast 2 FI  

Desert Rhino Camp Palmwag 2 FI  

http://wetu.com/Itinerary/Landing/43b1317f-6c5c-41d3-8c2a-48f40ece966d
http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_1520
http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_28944
http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_8725
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Day 1:  Kulala Desert Lodge, Sossusvlei   
 

Day Itinerary 

From Windhoek we drive to Kulala Desert Lodge in the private Kulala Wilderness Reserve. Here we explore the iconic 

dunes of Sossusvlei and the moon-like landscape of Dead Vlei. 

Sossusvlei 

Located in the scenic Namib-Naukluft National Park, Sossusvlei is where you will find the iconic red sand dunes of the 

Namib. The clear blue skies contrast with the giant red dunes to make this one of the most scenic natural wonders of 

Africa and a photographer's heaven. This awe-inspiring destination is possibly Namibia's premier attraction, with its 

unique dunes rising to almost 400 metres-some of the highest in the world. These iconic dunes come alive in 

morning and evening light and draw photography enthusiasts from around the globe. Sossusvlei is home to a variety 

desert wildlife including oryx, springbok, ostrich and a variety of reptiles. Visitors can climb 'Big Daddy', one of 

Sossusvlei’s tallest dunes; explore Deadvlei, a white, salt, claypan dotted with ancient trees; or for the more 

extravagant, scenic flights and hot air ballooning are on offer, followed by a once-in-a-lifetime champagne breakfast 

amidst these majestic dunes.   

 

Overnight: Kulala Desert Lodge  View iBrochure 

Kulala Desert Lodge’s location at the foot of the majestic Sossusvlei dunes allows for stunning views in every 

direction, while its private entrance to the Namib Naukluft National Park makes it the closest location to Sossusvlei. 

The camp is ideal for self-drives and groups. 

Twenty-three thatched ‘kulalas’ (including one family room and two family units) on raised platforms make for airy, 

comfortable accommodation, and guests can even sleep out on the flat roofs. Afternoons around the pool provide 

relief from the heat, while the wraparound veranda at the main area overlooks a waterhole, and private tours of the 

dunes provide the ultimate Sossusvlei experience.  

INSIDER TIP: Try your hand at desert photography – whether capturing the red colour of the dunes in the early 

morning light or the otherworldly tree skeletons standing starkly across the floor of Dead Vlei.  

 
 

Included 

Fully Inclusive 

 

http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_1520
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Day 2:  Kulala Desert Lodge, Sossusvlei   
 

Day Itinerary 

We take a scenic flight to Swakopmund, a picturesque town that blends European and African culture. We’ll explore 

the Atlantic coast with a private boat cruise from Walvis Bay to Sandwich Harbour (weather permitting) to see 

diverse pelagic (ocean-going) birdlife, Cape fur seals and rare Heaviside’s dolphins up close.  

Included 

Fully Inclusive 

 

Day 3:  Hansa Hotel, Swakopmund   
 

Swakopmund 

Set along Namibia's spectacularly scenic coast, the seaside town of Swakopmund is known for its wide-open 

avenues, colonial architecture, and is surrounded by otherworldly desert terrain. Founded in 1892 as the main 

harbour for German South West Africa, Swakopmund is often described as being more German than Germany. Now 

a seaside resort town, Swakopmund is the capital of the Skeleton Coast tourism area and has plenty to keep visitors 

happy. The quirky mix of German and Namibian influences, adventure options, laidback atmosphere and cool sea 

breeze make it very popular Namibian destination. Visitors can look forward to a number of exciting activities 

including: quad biking, horse riding, paragliding, fishing, sightseeing and fascinating desert tours.  

 

Overnight: Hansa Hotel   

Centrally situated, the hotel serves as the perfect getaway to all tourists amenities which Swakopmund and 

surrounding areas have to offer, from sand-boarding some of the highest dunes in the world to big game viewing in 

one of our country's world-known game parks. Surrounded by local tour operators, aviation and safari offices and 

five minutes from the beach, the Hansa Hotel is perfect for the discerning traveler looking for an adrenaline filled 

holiday or merely a bit of relaxation.      

 
 

Included 

Fully Inclusive 
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Day 4:  Hansa Hotel, Swakopmund   
 

Included 

Fully Inclusive 

 

Day 5:  Terrace Bay Resort, Skeleton Coast   
 

Day Itinerary 

Travel up the legendary Skeleton Coast where you can expect to see the fascinating lichen plains at Wlotskasbaken 

and remains of shipwrecks along the way. We also take in the ghostly disused diamond mine near Toscanini and 

overnight at Terrace Bay Lodge in Skeleton Coast National Park. 

Skeleton Coast 

Stretching from the Swakop River to southern Angola, the Skeleton Coast is known as the 'Land God Made in Anger' 

and is remoteness at its best. Thousands of miles of sandy desert dotted with shipwrecks meet with the cold waters 

of the Atlantic and somehow an amazing array of wildlife and flora manages to survive in this harsh but beautiful 

environment. Ocean fog creeps over the shoreline caused by the warm dry air of the Namib Desert colliding with the 

cold Benguela current. This otherworldly area is home to a diversity of wildlife including seabird colonies, Cape fur 

seals, zebra, gemsbok, desert-adapted elephant, lion and much more. Surfing enthusiasts are drawn to these 

powerful waves and photographers flock from around the globe to snap a shot of this eerie shipwreck graveyard and 

for the unrivalled maritime photographic opportunities. This coast is desolate but breathtakingly beautiful. 

 

Overnight: Terrace Bay Resort   

Terrace Bay is a NWR facility - an angler's paradise offering an absolutely unsurpassed coastal experience packed 

into one destination. Whereas the camp is ideal for anglers, it is also set in an undisturbed and peaceful surrounding 

enveloped in the sand dunes of the northern Namib Desert. Whether it is families looking for a getaway holiday or 

ardent adventurers looking to explore the Uniab River delta, Terrace Bay has something for everybody. 

With 2 beach chalets and 20 double rooms, the camp caters for a maximum of 50 people and thus ensuring not only 

minimum human induced impact on the environment but also an enhanced wilderness experience for the visitor. 

The cold Benguela current which runs offshore in the Atlantic Ocean is the source of a large variety of fish species. 

Therefore bring along your rod and experience a fishing adventure of a lifetime. 

Venturing into the nearby Uniab River Delta exposes the visitor to a wilderness aspect of Terrace Bay that few are 

aware of. Whether it is hiking, bird watching, game viewing or just living a sundowner on the dunes, Terrace Bay is a 

destination with a difference. 
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Included 

Fully Inclusive 

 

Day 6:  Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp, Skeleton Coast   
 

Day Itinerary 

We continue through the Skeleton Coast National Park to the Möwe Bay Museum and then head inland to other 

attractions including two oases, an intriguing “roaring” dune and spectacular desert scenery combined with 

whatever wildlife presents itself. We spend two nights at Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp. 

 

Overnight: Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp  View iBrochure 

The name “Skeleton Coast” conjures up romantic images of desolate beauty, and proudly remote Hoanib in the 

Kaokoveld does not disappoint. The dry bed of the Hoanib River supports a thin green ribbon of vegetation and the 

wild beaches of the Atlantic coast are within reach, with their noisy seal colonies and eerily quiet shipwreck 

remnants. 

Eight large en-suite tents (including one family unit) and the main area provide shady viewpoints, while nature drives 

into the surrounding area reveal a wealth of desert-adapted wildlife. Desert-adapted lion and brown hyaena may 

also be glimpsed in this vast but far from lifeless landscape.  

INSIDER TIP: Take a drive down to the Skeleton Coast and a scenic flight back to camp to see such a diverse area both 

on the ground and in the air.  

 
 

http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_28944
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Included 

Fully Inclusive 

 

Day 7:  Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp, Skeleton Coast   
 

Included 

Fully Inclusive 

 

Day 8:  Desert Rhino Camp, Palmwag   
 

Day Itinerary 

Another exciting day is spent on the road to Desert Rhino Camp. The rugged, rocky and mountainous Palmwag 

Concession brings with it the opportunity of seeing giraffe, gemsbok (oryx) and springbok. We bed down at Desert 

Rhino Camp and spend two days tracking the rare desert-adapted black rhino which are monitored and protected by 

the Save the Rhino Trust. 

Palmwag 

Palmwag is beautifully located along a palm-lined tributary of the Uniab River. Water is scarce in this area, so the 

river’s presence often lures elephants closer to the camps. Palmwag is situated halfway between Swakopmund and 

Etosha and is the ideal base from which to see the sights of the Kunene region or embark on one of the many local 

hiking trails.  

 

Overnight: Desert Rhino Camp  View iBrochure 

Desert Rhino Camp offers an original, exclusive wilderness experience and the possibility of seeing some of the 

largest free-ranging population of desert-adapted black rhino in Africa. The desert plains – transformed overnight by 

summer rains – are starkly scenic, and home to other unique species, from Hartmann’s zebra, lion and giraffe to the 

bizarre welwitschia plant. 

The camp consists of eight comfortable Meru-style tents with en-suite bathrooms, and shady main area with 

refreshing plunge pool. Run in conjunction with Save the Rhino Trust, Desert Rhino Camp offers rhino tracking by 

vehicle and on foot with experts from this conservation NGO.  

INSIDER TIP: Explore this extraordinary landscape in search of desert-adapted wildlife and gain amazing insight into 

the ecology and conservation of this area. A picnic lunch is the perfect complement to your day’s outing!  

 

http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_8725
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Included 

Fully Inclusive 

 

Day 9:  Desert Rhino Camp, Palmwag   
 

Included 

Fully Inclusive 

 

Day 10:  Departure   
 

Day Itinerary 

We bid farewell to our adventure as we transfer to the Doro Nawas Airstrip to return to Windhoek. 

Transport 
 

Flight Information 

 

Transfers 

 

  

Date Flight Airline Departure 

Airport 

Time Arrival Airport Time Class Ref 

 Charter  Kulala Desert 

Lodge 

 Hansa Hotel    

 Charter  Desert Rhino 

Camp 

 Hosea Kutako International 

Airport [WDH] 

   

Date Company Pick Up Drop Off Time Vehicle 

  Hosea Kutako International 

Airport [WDH] 

Kulala Desert Lodge   

  Hansa Hotel Terrace Bay Resort   

  Terrace Bay Resort Hoanib Skeleton Coast 

Camp 

  

  Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp Desert Rhino Camp   
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Travel Information 

 

Located in southwestern Africa, Namibia boasts a well-developed infrastructure, some of the best tourist facilities in 

Africa, and an impressive list of breathtaking natural wonders. Visitors can explore the capital of Windhoek and 

discover the lovely coastal town of Swakopmund boasting remnants of the country’s German influence, reflected in 

the architecture, culture, cuisine and the annual Oktoberfest celebrations. To properly appreciate this extraordinary 

country, you will have to venture out of the cities to explore the remarkable natural landscapes Namibia has to offer. 

These include: the impressive Fish River Canyon; the vast Etosha National Park teeming with abundant wildlife, such 

as lions, desert-adapted elephants and the Hartmann's Mountain Zebra; the hauntingly beautiful Kalahari Desert; 

and of course the Namib Desert stretching for over 2000 km along the magnificent Atlantic Coast. Namibia is an ideal 

destination for travellers seeking an unforgettable African experience in a uniquely beautiful untamed wilderness.  

 

Banking and Currency 

Currency 

Namibia uses the Namibian Dollar (N$) this is linked on a one to one exchange with the South African Rand. The 

Rand is legal tender in Namibia, but the N$ cannot be used in South Africa.  

If you are wishing to purchase currency before arriving in Namibia, it is easiest to buy Rand as the Namibian Dollar is 

seldom available in banks outside of Namibia.  

Banking 

Banks are found in most towns, and are generally open from 09h00 to 15h30 on weekdays and 08h30 to 11h00 on 

Saturdays. Closed on Sundays and public holidays. Most of them offer foreign exchange services - with cash, bank 

and credit cards as well as travellers  cheques.  

You can also obtain cash from many of the ATMs. Several international banks have branches in main city centres. 

Always advise your bank that you are travelling outside of the country as they might block your purchases if they 

have not been informed.  

Travel, Transport and Getting Around 

Public transport in Namibia is geared towards the needs of the local populace, and is confined to main roads 

between major population centres. Although cheap and reliable, it is of little use to the traveller as most of 

Namibia’s tourist attractions lie off the beaten track. 

 

It is easy to travel around Namibia by car, and a 2WD vehicle is perfectly adaquate for most journeys. However, long 

distances, poor mobile phone coverage outside of main towns and infrequent petrol stations that only accept cash 

mean that planning ahead is vital. 
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There are major airlines that fly into Windhoek and Swakopmund. Other destinations are reachable by car or charter 

flight.  

Namibians drive on the left and all signposts are in English. Seat belts must be worn at all times and talking in a 

mobile phone while driving is prohibited. The general speed limit is 120km/h on tarred roads outside of towns and 

100km/h on gravel roads. In built up areas, the speed limit is 60km/h. 

Food, Drink and Cuisine Advice 

Traditional Namibian cuisine is rarely served and so the food at restaurants tends to be European in style and is, 

generally, of a very high standard.  

Namibia is very meat-orientated, and many menu options will feature steaks from various animals. However, there is 

usually a vegetarian and seafood section offered by most camps and restaurants. 

 

In the supermarkets you'll find pre-wrapped fresh fruit and vegetables (though the more remote the areas you visit, 

the smaller your choice), and plenty of canned foods, pasta, rice, bread, etc. Most of this is imported from South 

Africa. 

The water in Namibia's main towns is generally safe to drink, though it may taste a little metallic if it has been piped 

for miles. Natural sources should usually be purified, though water from underground springs and dry riverbeds 

seldom causes any problems. However, filtered and bottled water are readily available in most towns and all camps, 

lodges and hotels. 

Climate and Weather 

Partially covered by the Namib Desert, one of the world's driest deserts, Namibia's climate is generally very dry and 

pleasant – it's fine to visit all year round. Namibia only receives a fraction of the rain experienced by countries 

further east. Between about December to March some days will be humid and rain may follow, often in localised, 

afternoon thunderstorms. These are more common in the centre and east of the country, and more unusual in the 

desert. 

 

April and especially May are often lovely months in Namibia. Increasingly dry, with a real freshness in the air, and 

much greenery in the landscape; at this time the air is clear and largely free from dust. 

 

From June to August Namibia cools down and dries out more; nights can become cold, dropping below freezing in 

some desert areas. As the landscape dries so the game in the north of the country gravitates more to waterholes, 

and is more easily seen by visitors. By September and October it warms up again; game-viewing in most areas is at 

its best, although there's often a lot of dust around and the vegetation has lost its vibrancy. 

 

November is a highly variable month. Sometimes the hot, dry weather will continue, at other times the sky will fill 

with clouds and threaten to rain – but if you're lucky enough to witness the first rains of the season, you'll never 

forget the drama. 

Clothing and Dress Recommendations 

Namibians have a somewhat relaxes attitude to dress codes. A jacket and tie is very unusual. In fact, long trousers 

and a shirt with buttons are often quite adequate for a formal occasion or work wear. A pair of sensible shoes, jeans 

and a t-shirt is recommended.  

During the day it is generally hot, so pack light weight loose fitting clothes in natural fabrics, such linen or cotton, 

that will keep you cool and are easy to wash and dry.  
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Avoid blue clothing - the tsetse flies are drawn to the colour blue, and their bite can give you African Sleeping 

Sickness.  

Long sleeved shirts and long trousers will protect your against mosquitoes at night.  

Electricity and Plug Standards 

Current is 220/240 volts at 50 cycles per second. A three-point round-pin adapter plug should be brought for your 

electrical appliances. Such adapters are also available at major airports.  

 


