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Iconic Africa 
Masai Mara - Nairobi - Livingstone (Victoria Falls) - Hwange National Park 

10 Days / 9 Nights 

 

Date of Issue: 12 January 2018 

 

 

 

Click here to view your Digital Itinerary 

Overview 
 

Key 

B&B: Bed and breakfast 

 

Price 
From USD 3,850 per person  

Accommodation Destination Nights Basis Room Type 

Governors' Camp Masai Mara 3 B&B  

Hemingways Nairobi Nairobi 1 B&B  

Toka Leya Camp Livingstone (Victoria 

Falls) 

2 B&B  

Davison's Camp Hwange National Park 3 B&B  

http://wetu.com/Itinerary/Landing/e79bcbbb-7685-4dc3-99bb-8f86235281b4
http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_15413
http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_9982
http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_18651
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Day 1:  Governors' Camp, Masai Mara   
 

Day Itinerary 

Arrive at Jomo Kenyatta International Airport and transfer by road to Wilson Airport where you will catch a small 

plane to the Musiara airstrip in the Masai Mara, followed by a short road transfer to Governor’s Camp or Little 

Govenor’s Camp for three nights. 

The setting is magical. So much so that almost a century ago it was reserved, exclusively, for Kenya’s colonial 

Governors. Governors’ Camp nestles in the forest along the winding banks of the Mara River, it’s waters teeming 

with bird-life, hippo and crocodile, in the heart of Kenya’s Masai Mara National Reserve. Some of the 37 tents line 

the riverbank, tucked into the forest they enjoy uninterrupted views over the Mara River, others have views across 

the sweeping plains of the Masai Mara. Created in 1972 Governors’ Camp set new standards in luxury for a tented 

camp. Today it’s still Africa’s best. 

Exceptionally highly trained and experienced guides to give our clients un-matched game-viewing and photographic 

opportunities in the world’s prime wildlife area. We are in the heart of what is widely considered to be the best 

game viewing area of the Masai Mara. 

Masai Mara 

The Masai Mara together with Tanzania’s Serengeti form Africa’s most famous wildlife park, the Masai Mara 

National Reserve. The image of acacia trees dotting endless grass plains epitomises Africa for many, then add a 

Maasai warrior and some cattle to the picture and the conversation need go no further. The undeniable highlight of 

the Masai Mara National Reserve is undoubtedly the annual wildebeest migration traversing the vast plains of the 

Serengeti and the Masai Mara. It is known as the largest mass movement of land mammals on the planet – with 

more than a million animals following the rains. Large prides of lions, elephants, giraffes, gazelles and eland can also 

be spotted in the reserve. Aside from horse riding safaris and traditional vehicle safaris, hot-air ballooning over the 

Mara plains has become almost essential. 

 

Overnight: Governors' Camp  View iBrochure 

The award-winning Governors’ Camp nestles in the forest along the winding banks of the Mara River, it’s waters 

teeming with birdlife, hippo and crocodile, in the heart of Kenya's Masai Mara National Reserve. Some of the camp’s 

tents enjoy uninterrupted views over the Mara River, others have views across the sweeping plains of the Masai 

Mara. Created in 1972 Governors’ Camp set new standards in luxury for a tented camp. Today it’s still Africa’s best. 

Everything is under canvas and all tents have ensuite bathrooms with hot and cold running water and flushing 

toilets. There is a bar tent with deck overlooking the Mara River and a dining tent with views over the plains.  

 

http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_15413
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Included 

Bed & Breakfast 

 

Day 2:  Governors' Camp, Masai Mara   
 

Activities 

Governors' Balloon Safaris 

 

Governors' Balloon Safaris 

The adventure begins just before dawn. Departure is from a perfect natural launch site behind Little Governors’ 

Camp, and flames from the hot air balloon burners light the darkness as the crews inflate their craft. The first, pink 

tongues of sunlight flicker across the skies as the hot air balloon fills, then rises. Suspended in a basket beneath the 

rainbow-coloured canopy, you’re off for a game-viewing adventure with an entirely different perspective. What 

amazes most first-time balloonists is the absolute stillness: the silence as you float above the plains, the forest and 

the rivers of the Masai Mara. Even if you’ve flown elsewhere, this is a unique experience. The flight lasts an hour or 

so, drifting wherever the air currents take you, and with ample opportunities for photography and video filming. 

Then your Kenyan Hot Air Balloon Safari finishes with a flourish. In the time honoured tradition of balloon flights the 

world over, you toast your return to earth with a champagne breakfast, cooked wherever you land. The Balloon 

Safari ends with some leisurely game viewing on the way back to Camp.  

 

Included 

Bed & Breakfast 

 

Day 3:  Governors' Camp, Masai Mara   
 

Included 

Bed & Breakfast 

 

Day 4:  Hemingways Nairobi, Nairobi   
 

Day Itinerary 

Return to Musiara airstrip for your air transfer back to Wilson Airport in Nairobi. You will spend the night at Ole 

Sereni or Hemingways Hotel for one night. 

With the stunning greens and golds of Nairobi National Park’s landscape punctuated by giraffe, zebra, antelope and 

buffalo lounging near our waterhole, the views alone make Ole-Sereni one-of-a-kind. Add to that the convenience of 

our location, between Nairobi’s international and regional airports, and our world-class restaurants, conferencing 

facilities and spa, and you get a hotel that perfectly complements the experience of East Africa. 
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Nairobi 

Situated in along the Nairobi River in beautiful Kenya, the capital of Nairobi is East Africa's most cosmopolitan city. It 

serves as an excellent starting point for African safari trips around Kenya. 

Nairobi is Africa’s 4th largest city and is a vibrant and exciting place, and although it has developed a reputation 

which keeps tourist visits brief, there are some fascinating attractions: its cafe culture, unbridled nightlife, the 

National Museum, the Karen Blixen Museum and most notably just 20 minutes from the city centre wild lions and 

buffalo roam in the world’s only urban game reserve. Make sure you pay a visit to the elephant orphanage operated 

by the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust. 

 

Overnight: Hemingways Nairobi   

Hemingways Nairobi, a member of the Small Luxury Hotels of the world, is an elegant boutique hotel situated in 

Nairobi's Karen residential area with magnificent views of the nearby Ngong hills. Sensitively designed for the 

discerning business and leisure traveller, Hemingways Nairobi offers the full facilities expected in a modern day 

luxury boutique hotel. The hotel offers forty-five luxury suites which include the Hemingways suite, The Blixen suite, 

19 Executive rooms and 24 deluxe rooms. The Hemingways Nairobi Brasserie serves classic dishes and the very best 

of local and international cuisine and is open everyday for breakfast, lunch, afternoon tea and dinner. 

 
 

Included 

Bed & Breakfast 

 

Day 5:  Toka Leya Camp, Livingstone (Victoria Falls)   
 

Day Itinerary 

Today you will catch a commercial flight from Jomo Kenyatta International Airport to Livingstone, Zambia. Upon 

arrival you will be transferred to Toka Leya Camp for two nights. 

Livingstone (Victoria Falls) 

One of the original natural wonders of the world, the Victoria Falls is a World Heritage Site and an extremely popular 

tourism attraction. Known locally as ‘The Smoke that Thunders’ this spectacle is accessible from both Zambia and 

Zimbabwe and it is an ideal place to combine game viewing and water sports. There is excellent fishing, a terrifying 

bungee jump and arguably the best commercial whitewater rafting in the world. 
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Overnight: Toka Leya Camp  View iBrochure 

On the banks of the Zambezi River, Toka Leya is far enough from Livingstone to ensure a tranquil, authentic bush 

experience, yet close enough for guests to enjoy all the many activities in the greater Victoria Falls area. Toka Leya 

can be all about adrenaline, or an opportunity to relax and unwind before or after a safari.  

Toka Leya has twelve luxurious tents (of which three are family tents). Each has a sumptuous outdoor bath, while the 

wellness centre with yoga and meditation options complements the serene surroundings. Boating and catch-and-

release fishing excursions bring the Zambezi experience to life.  

INSIDER TIP: Reconnect with nature by enjoying a massage treatment on the banks of the Zambezi River! 

 
 

Activities 

Toka Leya Game Drives 

 

Included 

Bed & Breakfast 

 

Day 6:  Toka Leya Camp, Livingstone (Victoria Falls)   
 

Activities 

Victoria Falls - The Falls 

 

Victoria Falls - The Falls 

One of the original natural wonders of the world, the Victoria Falls is breathtaking and not suprisingly a World 

Heritage Site. Known locally as ‘The Smoke that Thunders’ this spectacle is accessible from both Zambia and 

Zimbabwe.  Unlike other waterfalls Victoria Falls has a natural catwalk across from the falls which provides for 

spectacular viewing. 

 

Included 

Bed & Breakfast 

 

  

http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_9982
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Day 7:  Davison's Camp, Hwange National Park   
 

Day Itinerary 

Clearing immigration formalities en route, transfer by road from Toka Leya to Victoria Falls, stopping en route to take 

in the beauty of this natural wonder en route for your flight to Davisons Camp in Hwange National Park where you 

will spend the next three nights. 

Hwange National Park 

Hwange National Park is Zimbabwe’s biggest reserve, home to a profusion of wildlife, including giraffe, lion, zebra 

and approximately 40 000 elephants. It provides sanctuary for all the country’s endangered species, including a 

population of wild dogs thought to be among the most sizeable surviving groups on the continent. Terrain ranges 

from desert dunes and savannah lands to rocky outcrops and sparse forests, and visitors have the choice of game 

drives, guided walks or horseback safaris as a means of experiencing the park and its creatures.  

 

Overnight: Davison's Camp  View iBrochure 

Friendly Davison’s Camp offers the most affordable way to enjoy a Hwange private concession experience. The shady 

camp with its adjacent waterhole attracts large numbers of animals, especially thirsty herds of elephant in the dry 

season. Guests can also learn more about – and even participate in – community projects on a visit to a neighbouring 

village. 

Guests staying in one of Davison’s nine tents (including a family tent) can enjoy the quintessential Hwange 

experience, viewing the wildlife and meeting the people who make this area so special. Game drives and walks 

explore this diverse and exciting area.  

INSIDER TIP: A visit to one of the villages on the outskirts of Hwange adds another element to your safari – here 

you’ll enjoy a tour of the school, learn about community projects, and meet some community members along the 

way! 

 
 

Activities 

Hwange Game Drives 

Game drives take place in open open 4x4 vehicles and are led by our highly experienced guides through our private 

Wilderness Safaris concessions which are situated in the most productive area of Hwange National Park. The varied 

habitats and vegetation types as well as countless waterholes mean that drives are exciting with diverse species to 

be seen. 

http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_18651
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Included 

Bed & Breakfast 

 

Day 8:  Davison's Camp, Hwange National Park   
 

Activities 

 

Hwange Game Walks 

Hwange was proclaimed some 80 years ago and has served as a haven for one of the densest concentrations of 

game in Africa. There is no better way to experience this park than on foot with an experienced, qualified walking 

safari guide. 

 

Hwange Game Drives 

Game drives take place in open open 4x4 vehicles and are led by our highly experienced guides through our private 

Wilderness Safaris concessions which are situated in the most productive area of Hwange National Park. The varied 

habitats and vegetation types as well as countless waterholes mean that drives are exciting with diverse species to 

be seen. 

 

Included 

Bed & Breakfast 

 

Day 9:  Davison's Camp, Hwange National Park   
 

Activities 

Hwange Game Walks 

Game drives take place in open open 4x4 vehicles and are led by our highly experienced guides through our private 

Wilderness Safaris concessions which are situated in the most productive area of Hwange National Park. The varied 

habitats and vegetation types as well as countless waterholes mean that drives are exciting with diverse species to 

be seen. 

 

Included 

Bed & Breakfast 

 

Day 10:  Departure   
 

Day Itinerary 

Transfer back to Linkwasha airstrip for your flight back to Livingstone International Airport and your onward 

arrangements. 
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We suggest that if you use the Kenya Airways flights you can easily add on 4 days in beautiful Cape Town in South 

Africa to this itinerary. 

Transport 
 

Flight Information 

 

Transfers 

 

 

Travel Information 

 

Resting in the magnificent Great Rift Valley and presided over by the majestic Mount Kilimanjaro, Kenya is 

characterised by hauntingly beautiful natural landscapes of forested hills, patchwork farms, wooded savanna and 

vast forests brimming with an extraordinary abundance of wildlife. The nation’s diverse range of traditional African 

cultures is influenced by over 70 unique ethnic groups from the Maasai, Samburu, Kikuyu, and Turkana tribes to the 

Arabs and Indians that settled on the coast. Add to this: an exquisite tropical coastline fringed with breathtaking 

golden sand beaches; gorgeous coral gardens providing excellent snorkeling and diving opportunities; and a slew of 

lively beach resorts, and it is easy to see why so many visitors flock here from around the world to experience a truly 

unique African adventure in one of the world’s most pristine safari destinations.  

Date Flight Airline Departure Airport Time Arrival Airport Time Class Ref 

 Charter  Wilson Airport 

[WIL] 

 Governors' Camp    

 Charter  Governors' Camp  Hemingways 

Nairobi 

   

 Scheduled  Hemingways 

Nairobi 

 Toka Leya Camp    

Date Company Pick Up Drop Off Time Vehicle 

  Toka Leya Camp Davison's Camp   

  Davison's Camp Harry Mwanga Nkumbula 

International Airport [LVI] 
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Banking and Currency 

Currency 

The currency in Kenya is the Kenyan Shilling (KES; symbol KSh). 1 Kenyan Shilling = 100 cents. Notes are in 

denominations of KSh1,000, 500, 200, 100 and 50. Coins are in denominations of KSh20, 10 and 5. 

Foreign currency can be exchanged at the major banks, bureaux de change or authorised hotels. The banks at Jomo 

Kenyatta International Airport and Moi International Airport have 24-hour exchange services. The easiest currencies 

to exchange are US Dollars, Pounds Sterling and Euros.  

There are no restrictions on the import or export of local or foreign currency. However, amounts exceeding 

US$5,000 or equivalent must be declared. 

Banking 

Banking hours: Monday-Friday 09h00-16h00, Saturday 09h00-12h00. Banks in Mombasa and the coastal areas 

typically open and close half an hour earlier. 

Credits Cards are widely accepted in all major hotels and more upmarket establishments, with the most recognized 

being Master Card and Visa. American Express and Diners Club cards are occasionally accepted. However, you will 

need some cash handy because smaller shops will only accept cash. 

Almost every bank now has an ATM, and they are increasingly being installed at petrol stations in cities and large 

towns. 

Travellers cheques are no longer accepted in Kenya. 

Travel, Transport and Getting Around 

Nairobi has two airports for domestic and regional flights: Jomo Kenyatta International Airport and Wilson Airport 

(www.kaa.go.ke). Kenya has over 150 domestic airports and airstrips and there are daily flights to the most popular 

destinations. In addition to the scheduled airlines, several private charter companies operate out of Wilson Airport. 

Kenya Airways (www.kenya-airways.com), Air Kenya (www.airkenya.com), Fly 540 (www.fly540.com), Mombasa Air 

Safari (www.mombasaairsafari.com) and Safarilink (www.flysafarilink.com) serve the most popular safari 

destinations, plus many others such as Lake Victoria. 

On smaller, domestic planes the baggage allowance is restricted to 10-15 kg (22-33 lbs). Arrangements can be made 

to leave excess luggage with hotels or airlines. 

Main roads between the major cities and towns are generally in good condition, and easily navigable in a normal 

saloon car. Most highways in the south are paved, but that’s not the case in the north.Vehicles are driven on the left 

side of the road.  

While major roads are generally in a good condition, most minor gravel roads have deep potholes which deteriorate 

further in the rainy season. Dirt roads, including those in the parks and reserves, are extremely rough, and some are 

only passable with a 4-wheel drive. 

You can hire self-drive and chauffeur-driven cars from travel agents and international hire companies. Drivers must 

be at least 23 years of age. Budget (www.budget.com) and Europcar (www.europcar.com) have outlets at Jomo 

Kenyatta International Airport in Nairobi. Budget also has a desk at Moi International Airport in Mombasa, while 

Europcar has an office in town. Car hire can be expensive and rates vary significantly. 

A driving licence from a home country (and a translation if this is not in English) or an International Driving Permit is 
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required. Third-party insurance is mandatory when hiring a car and it’s recommended to take out the additional 

collision damage waiver. A valid credit card is also needed. 

 

Matatus (shared minibus taxis) hop from town to town, starting and finishing at bus stations. Fares are paid to the 

conductor. Private taxis can also be hired for long-distance journeys. 

It is not possible to rent motorbikes or mopeds but some of the beach resorts hire out bicycles. 

Numerous private bus companies operate in Kenya. Most vehicles are old and tend to depart when full, which 

means there are no set timetables. Petty theft on the vehicles and at bus stations can be a problem. Nevertheless, 

buses are cheap and link all long-distance destinations. Plus, seatbelts are now mandatory, so buses are relatively 

safe. 

Nairobi and Mombasa have efficient local bus systems and there are also frequent matatus, but reckless driving and 

petty theft makes them a dodgy option for tourists. Three-wheeled auto rickshaws are popular in town centres and 

carry up to three passengers. 

The newer fleets of taxis (usually painted white with a yellow band) are reliable and have meters. The older yellow 

taxis do not have meters, so fares should be agreed in advance. In Nairobi, there is a fleet of London-style black cabs. 

A 10% tip is expected. Cabs cannot be hailed in the street, but can be found parked in taxi ranks. 

Food, Drink and Cuisine Advice 

Bottled water is advisable for the first few weeks of your stay. When buying bottled water, check the seal of the 

bottle is intact. Never drink tap water unless it has been boiled, filtered or chemically disinfected (such as with iodine 

tablets). Never drink from streams, rivers and lakes. It’s also best to avoid drinking from pumps and wells – some do 

bring pure water to the surface, but the presence of animals can still contaminate supplies. Avoid ice and washed 

salads and fruit except in upmarket hotels and restaurants. Milk is pasteurised and dairy products are safe for 

consumption. Food prepared by unlicensed vendors should be avoided at all times. 

Nairobi has some of the finest eating establishments in Africa. Many different cuisines and types of restaurants are 

available, from fast food to fancy. Many five-star hotels have excellent restaurants. Restaurants are called "hotels" 

and there are many in Nairobi. The local cuisine is also worth trying out, particullarly Pilau-a chicken and rice dish, 

cabbage and rice; and the staple food in Kenya-Ugali, made from maze flour. 

Many restaurants can be found downtown and in the areas of Westlands and Hurlingham but these areas are filled 

with tourists and places like Ayani, Olympic, Kibera, and other places have more authentic food. Among the many 

cuisines available are Indian, Brazilian, Chinese, Thai, Japanese, German and French restaurants. Fast food 

restaurants, mostly by South African chains (Steers, Nandos), are common in the larger urban areas.  

Climate and Weather 

Kenya lies on the equator and has a pleasant tropical climate, but there are large regional climatic variations 

influenced by several factors, including altitude. Temperatures drop by about 6°C for every 1000m you climb (or 

3.5°F per 1000ft). Kenya’s daytime temperatures average between 20°C/68°F and 28°C/82°F, but it is warmer on the 

coast. The coast is hot and humid all year round, but the heat is pleasant and tempered by the monsoon winds. 

Kenya is too close to the equator to experience a real winter and summer. There is, however, both a dry and wet 

season. The wet season is from November to May and the Dry season is from June to December. 

Clothing and Dress Recommendations 

Comfortable, casual clothing that is lightweight is the best bet while on safari. It can be quite cool in the early 

mornings, so you'll want to dress warmly in layers, until the sun has a chance to warm up the air. "Kenya 
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Convertibles", khaki pants with zip-off legs, are perfect for cool early morning game drives that turn warm before 

you're back in camp. Walking shorts, long pants, cotton shirts and tees are just right. A cotton bush jacket or wind-

breaker will be useful along with a warm sweater or fleece jacket for the cool nights. And, a hat that ties on is a 

must. There is not a good deal of long walking or hiking on most safaris, so a comfortable pair of walking shoes or 

tennis shoes and a pair of sandals should be adequate. You will need thorn-proof soles. 

In Kenya's major cities the dress code is conservative but not overly formal – jeans and decent tops for women are 

fine.  Swimsuits are acceptable on the beach but you’ll need to cover up in public places. 

Electricity and Plug Standards 

Electric Power is 220V - 240V running at 50Hz. The Plug type used in Kenya is the 3 large flat prong (UK). If your 

appliances are compatible with 220V-240V electrical output, an adapter is all that you will need, if not a voltage 

converter will be necessary.  

 

 

This unique, peanut-shaped country, once known as Northern Rhodesia, offers visitors an authentic African 

experience complete with adrenalin pumping adventure sports, a variety of fascinating cultural activities, and an 

abundance of indigenous wildlife, which finds refuge in Zambia’s vast national parks. Spend your evenings enjoying 

the spectacular site of the world’s largest waterfall, the Victoria Falls, while sipping on sundowners after an 

exhilarating day of whitewater rafting down the rapids of the mighty Zambezi River. If that sounds a little too 

adventurous for your taste, take a houseboat cruise along the exquisite Lake Kariba while watching wild elephants 

drink at the riverbank as you try your hand at catching the elusive tiger fish. However you choose to spend your time 

in this unique country, you are bound to leave with a heavy heart and a desire to return again soon to this 

exceptionally beautiful Southern African country.      

Banking and Currency 

Currency 

Zambia's unit of currency is the Kwacha (ZMW), formally ZMK which was rebased in 2013. The denominaions are 

K100, K50, K20, K10, K5 and K2.  It is subdivided into 100 ngwee. Coins available are K1, 50 ngwee, 10 ngwee and 5 

ngwee.  

However, some prices are quoted in US$. It is therefore possible to use dollars and pounds as well.  

Banking 

In the cities and larger towns, you can change cash and travellers cheques at branches of Barclays Bank and Standard 

Chartered Bank. Larger branches have ATMs that accept Visa. Foreign exchange offices are easy to find in cities and 

larger towns.  
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Banks are generally open on weekdays from 08h150 to 15h30 and 08h15 to 12h00 on Saturdays. Banks are closed on 

Sundays and public holidays.  

Travel, Transport and Getting Around 

Proflight flies from Lusaka to Mfuwe (South Luangwa), to Livingstone and the Copperbelt and also does 

charters.Various air charter companies will fly to any of the many airstrips around the country and most of the areas 

worth visiting are accessible by air.  

Public Transport 

There are many taxis available. Prices are negotiable. There is a good bus service to Chipata, Livingstone, the 

Copperbelt and Harare, but they don’t always follow strict schedules. The main bus terminus is in Dedan Kimathi 

Road in Lusaka where one can inquire about timetables. Other private bus companies offer more reliable services to 

Livingstone, Harare and Johannesburg. 

Travel by Bus 

Long range buses frequently leave from Lusaka to all the main towns. The intercity bus terminal can be found one 

road up from Cairo Road at the station. 

Minibuses and taxis, local transport – all painted blue – can be jumped on at pretty much any juncture. They’re not 

expensive and you can always find a minibus that won’t cost too much to buy all the seats in it to get your own 

private minibus to wherever you want to go but you’ll have to negotiate. 

Travel by Road 

Zambia has 38,763 kilometres of roads, about 10,000 kms of which are tarred and another 8000 kms are gravel road. 

The rest range from reasonable to bad dirt roads. 

If you’re doing a vehicle trip through Zambia it is a good idea to carry a range of tools and essential spares with you.  

Be really careful, especially if travelling at night for road markings are usually non existent. Do watch out for animals 

in the road, vehicles without lights, pedestrians, unannounced roadworks, bad drivers and broken down trucks with 

no warning triangles. If you see a tree branch in the road, slow down immediately – these are improvised warning 

triangles and there’s bound to be a truck or car in the middle of the road up ahead.  

Be sure to have all your vehicle papers on hand as you’re bound to encounter a few roadblocks. 

Food, Drink and Cuisine Advice 

Zambia's native cuisine is based on nshima, a cooked porridge made from ground maize normally accompanied by 

some tasty relish, perhaps made of meat and tomatoes, or dried fish. Safari camps will often prepare nshima if 

requested, and it is almost always available in small, local restaurants. 

Camps, hotels and lodges that cater to overseas visitors tend to serve  a range of international fare, and the quality 

of food prepared in the most remote bush camps is typically excellent.  

 

Water in the main towns is usually purified, provided there are no shortages of chlorine, breakdowns, or other 

mishaps. The locals drink it, and are used to the relatively innocuous bugs that it may harbour. If you are in the 

country for a long time, then it may be worth acclimatising yourself to it. However, if you are in Zambia for just a few 

weeks, then try to drink only bottled, boiled, or treated water in town. 
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Out in the bush, most of the camps and lodges use water from bore-holes. These underground sources vary in 

quality, but are normally perfectly safe to drink.  

Climate and Weather 

The rains in Zambia come mostly in December, January, February and March though the further north you are, the 

earlier the rains arrive and the later they leave. Eastern areas and higher areas generally receive more rain than 

western and lowland areas.  

By April and May most of the rain has faded away, leaving a landscape that's still green, but starting to dry out. 

Nighttime temperatures start to drop, especially in higher and more southerly locations. 

In June, July and August the nights become much cooler, but the days are clear and warm. Make sure you bring 

warm clothes to wrap up if you're out at night, as some nights get very cold! Most of Zambia's small 'walking bush 

camps' open at the start of June, when the roads have dried out sufficiently to allow access. This is the start of the 

'peak season' for these countries – with often cloudless days and continually increasing game sightings. 

Into September and October the temperatures climb: the lower-lying rift valleys – Lower Zambezi, Mana Pools and 

Luangwa Valley – can get very hot in October. However, you'll see some superb game as the animals concentrate 

around the limited water sources. 

November is variable; it can be hot and dry like October, or it can see the season's first downpours. Often it's a very 

interesting month as you can see both patterns on successive days. 

Clothing and Dress Recommendations 

Zambia has mild winters and the summer days can be scourching hot. Lightweight casual clothes can be worn all year 

round, with a jacket or jersey for early winter mornings and evenings.  

On safari keep clothes to neutral colours - kharkis, browns and greens. A sunhat, sunscreen, sunglasses and insect 

repellent are a must.  

Electricity and Plug Standards 

Current is 220/240 volt at 50 cycles per second. Both square and round wall plugs are used.  

 

 

A nation of spectacular natural beauty, friendly people and rich culture, Zimbabwe’s status as one of Africa’s leading 

safari destinations was dampened for years by its political instability. But now that the country is transcending its 

strife and returning to a state of equilibrium, it is once again emerging as a vacation highlight of the continent. 

Victoria Falls – known to locals as ‘The Smoke That Thunders’ – is one of the seven natural wonders of the world and 

the sheer power of this massive body of water plunging into the Zambezi Gorge is awe-inspiring and unforgettable. 

Lake Kariba, with its game-rich shores and islands, is an idyllic safari spot featuring mind-blowing sunsets; Hwange 

National Park is known for its huge herds of elephants; and a kayak trip down the Zambezi through the Mana Pools 
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National Park will appeal to the intrepid traveller, providing close encounters with crocodiles, hippos and a host of 

other wildlife.  

Banking and Currency 

Currency 

Zimbabwe uses US$ as well as its own unit of currency, the Zimbabwe Bond Dollar. It is advised to carry small 

denominations of change with you, however it is best to pay for as much as possible outside of the country. US$ 

work best and are widely accepted in supermarkets, and for curios, accommodation, activities and gratuities. South 

African Rand and Euros are only accepted in some places in Victoria Falls. Do not plan on being able to use cash 

machines in Zimbabwe to draw money. Before leaving home please exchange all the money that you will need for 

your trip, plus extra, into US$. Most of this should be in 1, 5, 10 and 20 denominations because change is not always 

available. In an emergency you can try Barclays Bank, Stanbic Bank or Standard Chartered Bank as they will 

infrequently accept foreign debit cards for withdrawing cash. 

Banking 

Banks in Zimbabwe are open for business Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 08h00 to 15h00, on 

Wednesdays from 08h00 to 13h00 and Saturdays from 08h00 to 11h30. They are closed on Sundays and Public 

Holidays.  

Only VISA and MasterCard are accepted in Zimbabwe, however it should be noted that very limited facilities will 

have credit card machines, and the connection is not always reliable so it is advisable to carry cash as back up. 

Travel, Transport and Getting Around 

Taxis are safe and reliable, and can be booked through your hotel front desk. Taxis in cities travel within a 40km 

radius of the city. Always take a taxi at night. 

Major airlines fly into Victoria Falls, Harare and Bulawayo. Charter flights are available to most attractions and 

camps.  

Zimbabwe has a good road infrastructure, by African standards, although potholed. Between major towns, there are 

frequent road blocks. Traffic drives on the left side of the road.  

If you are driving yourself around Zimbabwe, be sure to check on fuel availability in advance. If you are covering long 

distances within the country, ensure you carry extra fuel in 5 or 10lt metal containers in case of emergency. Fuel is 

generally available, but supply can fluctuate. Fuel is only available for cash. 

Food, Drink and Cuisine Advice 

Zimbabwe's native cuisine is based on sadza, a cooked porridge made from ground maize which is normally be 

accompanied by some tasty relish, perhaps made of meat and tomatoes, or dried fish. Safari camps will often 

prepare sadza if requested, and it is almost always available in small restaurants in the towns.  

Camps, hotels and lodges that cater to overseas typically serve a variety international fare, and the quality of food 

prepared in the most remote bush camps is usually excellent.  

If you are driving yourself around and plan to cook, then get most of your supplies in main towns. There are a 

number of South African shopping chains operating in Zimbabwe which will generally have all that you will need. 

Water in the main towns is usually purified.. The locals drink it, and are used to the relatively innocuous bugs that it 

may harbour. If you are in the country for a long time, then it may be worth acclimatising yourself to it. However, if 
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you are in Zimbabwe for just a short period of time, then try to drink only bottled, boiled, or treated water available 

in towns and from all camps, lodges and hotels. 

Climate and Weather 

In Zimbabwe, the rains come principally in December, January,February and March; the further north you are, the 

earlier the precipitation arrives and the later it leaves. Zimbabwe's higher eastern areas usually receive more rainfall 

than the lower-lying western ones. 

 

By April and May most of the rain is gone, leaving a verdant setting, which is starting to dry out. Especially in more 

southerly and higher locations, the night-time temperatures start to drop. 

 

The nights in June, July and August become much cooler, so don't forget to bring some warmer clothes, in case you 

want to spend an evening outside; the days are still clear and warm. For Zimbabwe, this is the start of the 'peak 

season'– days are often cloudless and game sightings continually increase. 

 

Into September and October the temperatures rise once again: Zimbabwe's lower-lying rift valley – Mana Pools – 

can get very hot in October. During this time, you'll see some fantastic game, as the Zimbabwe's wildlife 

concentrates around the limited water sources. 

 

November is unpredictable; it can be hot and dry, it can also see the season's first rainfalls – and in this respect it's a 

very interesting month, as on successive days, you can see both weather patterns. 

Clothing and Dress Recommendations 

When in Zimbabwe the cardinal rule is to wear casual, comfortable clothes during the day as temperatures can get 

very hot. It is advisable to wear light loose fitting clothing, such as cotton or linen, as they are cool and easy to wash. 

Warmer clothes are advised for the evenings and rainwear for the wet season.  

A brimmed hat and sunglasses are a good idea year round. Long sleeved shirts and long trousers will also guard 

against the scourching sun rays. It is recommended you wear light shoes, especially if your itinerary entails a lot of 

walking.  

For safaris, please remember to wear appropriate clothing and shoes. Earth colour clothes, such as browns, greens 

and tans are advisable.  

Electricity and Plug Standards 

Current is 220/240 volts at 50 cycles per second. Both square and round plugs are used.  

 


