
P a g e  | 1 
 

 

 
 

10 Day South African Odyssey 
 

 

 

 

  



P a g e  | 2 
 

 

 

 

10 Day South African Odyssey 
Thornybush Game Reserve - Cape Town - Franschhoek 

10 Days / 9 Nights 

 

Date of Issue: 12 January 2018 

 

 

 

Click here to view your Digital Itinerary 

Overview 
 

 

Key 

B&B: Bed and breakfast 

FB: Dinner, bed, breakfast and lunch 

FI: Fully inclusive 

Price 
From USD 9,000 per person 

Accommodation Destination Nights Basis Room Type 

Royal Malewane & Africa House Thornybush Game 

Reserve 

4 FI  

The Silo Hotel Cape Town 3 FB  

La Residence Franschhoek 2 FB  

http://wetu.com/Itinerary/Landing/e8011056-827e-4119-9ddb-24774e321713
http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_14849
http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_87045
http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_8362
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Day 1:  Royal Malewane & Africa House, Thornybush Game Reserve   
 

Day Itinerary 

Royal Malewane is a luxury safari lodge in South Africa’s Greater Kruger National Park that exudes the romance and 

beauty of a bygone age while offering every modern comfort and convenience. The classic safari experience is 

unsurpassed with unrivalled game viewing and the most qualified guiding team in Africa. Your exclusive adventure 

will provide detailed insights into the complex and fascinating ecosystems of the South African bushveld. 

Dining at Royal Malewane is a unique and indulgent experience with a constantly changing menu and a wide variety 

of beautiful settings in which to savor the contemporary cuisine. Royal Malewane offers complete flexibility to our 

guests – we can tailor a menu to your personal tastes and dietary requirements in consultation with our Executive 

Chef. 

Whether you feel like a light salad by the pool in the privacy of your Luxury Suite or a decadent six-course dinner 

paired with fine wines, the dining team at Royal Malewane will ensure that you are carefully looked after. And that 

goes for drinks too – have what you want, when you want, whether it’s a Bloody Mary to ease yourself into the day, 

a delicious flat white or a bottle of vintage red wine from our cellar. 

Thornybush Game Reserve 

A well-known destination for local and international visitors Thornybush has earned its reputation as one of the 

country’s finest bush experiences. Situated within 14 000 hectares of pristine wilderness, adjacent to the Kruger 

National Park, the Thornybush Nature Reserve is a true escape from the madness of city life. This haven, which is just 

over 5 hours’ drive from Johannesburg has scooped numerous world firsts, both for conservation and hospitality. 

Thornybush has evolved over the years into a visitor’s paradise, "our collection of Lodges offers something for 

everyone. Bush lovers can saturate themselves, not only in the big five, but also in the remarkable fauna and flora," 

while less than enthusiastic bush goers can recoup their sanity relaxing in the luxurious surrounds, enjoying delicious 

cuisine and pampering themselves at one of the spas. Whatever your preference you never leave Thornybush the 

same as when you arrived. 

 

Overnight: Royal Malewane & Africa House  View iBrochure 

Royal Malewane is a luxury safari lodge in South Africa’s Greater Kruger National Park that exudes the romance and 

beauty of a bygone age while offering every modern comfort and convenience. This intimate lodge boasts just six 

Luxury Suites, two Royal Suites (which each have two bedrooms), and Africa House – the exclusive use bush villa 

with six bedrooms. The classic safari experience is unsurpassed with unrivaled game viewing and the most qualified 

guiding team in Africa. Get thrillingly close to the Big Five; indulge in sensual treatments at the elegant onsite spa 

and let the passion of the lodge’s exceptional chefs delight you with nightly feasts under the African stars. 

http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_14849
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Included 

Fully Inclusive 

 

Day 2:  Royal Malewane & Africa House, Thornybush Game Reserve   
 

Day Itinerary 

From expert rangers and trackers to specialist photographic safaris, Royal Malewane offers a classical safari 

experience where nature is paramount. With over 130 mammal species and over 300 bird species, Royal Malewane 

delivers an unrivalled wildlife experience incorporating all creatures great and small as well as the incredible plant 

life that plays such a vital role in maintaining a healthy ecosystem. On most private safaris in Southern Africa, guests 

are guided on specialised Land Rovers by a ranger who drives the vehicle and by a tracker who sits on an especially 

precarious seat at the front of the bonnet. The tracker’s job is to find elusive wildlife. To notice and interpret 

nature’s subtle clues through acutely honed senses while the ranger engages with the guests and ensures safe 

passage. 

Included 

Fully Inclusive 

 

Day 3:  Royal Malewane & Africa House, Thornybush Game Reserve   
 

Day Itinerary 

Game drives at dawn and dusk form the basic rhythm of the day, and you’ll find that to be out in the fresh air as the 

sun rises and sets is to be realigned with a pattern of deep and ancient significance. In addition, no matter what the 

time of year, each season has something special to offer in terms of game viewing and game drives. The dry, gold-

brown winter bush makes for excellent sightings but the lush green foliage of the summer months brings with it 

migrant birds and new-born animals. Embrace the unique opportunities of the moment, for nature is generous in her 

bounty. 

Included 

Fully Inclusive 
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Day 4:  Royal Malewane & Africa House, Thornybush Game Reserve   
 

Day Itinerary 

Game drives at dawn and dusk form the basic rhythm of the day, and you’ll find that to be out in the fresh air as the 

sun rises and sets is to be realigned with a pattern of deep and ancient significance. In addition, no matter what the 

time of year, each season has something special to offer in terms of game viewing and game drives. The dry, gold-

brown winter bush makes for excellent sightings but the lush green foliage of the summer months brings with it 

migrant birds and new-born animals. Embrace the unique opportunities of the moment, for nature is generous in her 

bounty. 

Today you can go on a guided walk through the coastal forest to Dongane Lake where you can enjoy a kayaking 

expedition. Your guide will explain the traditional uses of the plants and tell you what fruits are edible and you can 

taste. You can also choose to spend some time up the trees on a wooden platform from which you can observe the 

antics of the vervet monkeys. 

Included 

Fully Inclusive 

 

Day 5:  The Silo Hotel, Cape Town   
 

Day Itinerary 

This morning you will transfer to the airport for your flight to Cape Town. You will be met at the airport by one of our 

representatives and driven to the luxurious Silo Hotel which is located in the heart of the renowned V&A Waterfront. 

The Silo Hotel sets a new standard for luxury Cape Town hotel accommodation. A magical hotel towering above the 

V&A Waterfront surrounded by the natural wonder of South Africa’s Mother City. 

The Silo has been built in the grain elevator portion of the historic grain silo complex occupying six floors above what 

will become the Zeitz Museum of Contemporary Art Africa (MOCAA). Zeitz MOCAA will house Africa’s largest 

collection of contemporary African art. 

After check in you can relax at the hotel. Enjoy sundowners at Situated on the sixth floor of the hotel, The Willaston 

Bar is named after the first ship to export grain from the original silo complex back in 1924. 

With stunning views of Cape Town through the 5,5m high pillowed glass windows, there is no better place to enjoy a 

classic cocktail or a glass of wine from the carefully crafted and ever evolving list of local and international wines. 

Cape Town 

Resting at the confluence of the Indian and Atlantic Ocean, sandwiched between the slopes of the iconic Table 

Mountain and the glistening sapphire waters of Table Bay, the exceptionally scenic city of Cape Town is in a class of 

its own. Some cities boast rich culture, vibrant nightlife, a cosmopolitan atmosphere and extraordinary architecture, 

while others boast breathtaking landscapes and extraordinary natural wonders. Cape Town is lucky enough to be 

blessed with all of these attractions and so much more. With its bustling harbour, world-class beaches, top-notch 

vineyards, and its mountainous surroundings brimming with diverse flora and fauna, Cape Town consistently 

captivates the hearts of all who visit.      

 



P a g e  | 6 
 

 

Overnight: The Silo Hotel  View iBrochure 

The Silo is a magical space towering above the V&A Waterfront surrounded by the natural wonder of South Africa’s 

Mother City. The Silo hs 28 rooms, including a spectacular penthouse. Each room has been individually designed and 

decorated by the stylish wand of Liz Biden. Colourful and eclectic pieces juxtapose the modern, industrial 

architecture. The 6 room categories are based on the room size and the views. The rooms are more spacious 

vertically than horizontally due to the unique architecture of The Silo and in particular the ingenious design of the 

pillowed window bays which are one of the key architectural features. 

The building has been designed by Thomas Heatherwick, Founder and Principal of the London-based Heatherwick 

Studio. From the outside, the greatest visible change to the building’s original structure is the addition of pillowed 

glazing panels, inserted into the geometry of the hotel floors, which will bulge outward as if gently inflated. By night, 

this transforms the building into a glowing lantern or beacon in the harbour. 

 
 

Included 

Full Board 

 

Day 6:  The Silo Hotel, Cape Town   
 

Day Itinerary 

This morning we suggest that you spend some time exploring the Zeitz Museum of Contemporary Art Africa. Then in 

the afternoon you can set out to explore Cape Town including world class shopping at the V&A Waterfront. You 

might like to arrange to have sundowners on top of iconic Table Mountain. 

Cape Town is a colourful and vibrant city surrounded by dramatic mountains and sandy beaches. It is certainly one of 

the most beautiful cities in the world – presided over by one of the 7 Natural Wonders of The World – Table 

Mountain. The magic of Cape Town lies in the collision of natural wonder, diverse cultures, art, design and a thriving 

food and wine scene. 

Cape Malay, Dutch and British architecture sit side by side with cutting edge 21st century loft apartments and slick 

skyscrapers. Sit a while in Cape Town and take in the buzz and bustle of flower sellers, buskers, food markets and 

Capetonians going about their daily lives. 

The Houses of Parliament stand proudly in the Company Gardens, while the Victoria and Alfred Waterfront is the 

most happening part of the city, with boutique shops, the Two Oceans Aquarium and innumerable restaurants from 

http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_87045


P a g e  | 7 
 

 

which to watch the comings and goings of the world’s ships, cruise liners and luxury yachts. A short ride away is the 

infamous Robben Island where you’ll find the erstwhile prison cell of the late Father of the Nation, Nelson Mandela. 

Cape Town is the ultimate destination for connoisseurs of fine wine, cuisine and la joie de vivre. From the bustling 

café culture of Kloof Street and Bree Street to the vibrant food market at the Old Biscuit Mill, you’ll find all manner 

of treats in between. 

The Old Biscuit Mill roars to life on a Saturday morning as locals and tourists jostle for a seat among the oyster 

shucking and cork popping while purveyors of fine foods and hearty ales showcase their wares. 

The Silo is located in the heart of the Cape Town’s V&A Waterfront. What better way to start your gourmet itinerary 

than with an Art & Wine pairing followed by dinner at Luke Dale-Roberts’ The Test Kitchen – South Africa’s top 

restaurant and one of the 50 best restaurants in the world. 

Included 

Full Board 

 

Day 7:  The Silo Hotel, Cape Town   
 

Day Itinerary 

This morning you might want to set out on a Cape Peninsula tour or spend some more time exploring Cape Town’s 

attractions. In the afternoon pamper yourself with some rejuvenating treatments at the Silo Spa, a tranquil space in 

which you can relax and indulge in the latest therapies and spa techniques. There’s also a gym, sauna and a 

dedicated manicure and pedicure area. Enjoy signature treatments using top international products including Carol 

Joy, Ling and Black Pearl. 

Included 

Full Board 

 

Day 8:  La Residence, Franschhoek   
 

Day Itinerary 

This morning after breakfast you will set out for the scenic Cape Winelands. Located in the beautiful Franschhoek 

Valley on a private 30-acre estate, La Residence is a tranquil haven of comfort and relaxation. 

La Residence is surrounded by vineyards and plum orchards, with a spectacular mountain backdrop, breath-taking 

views of the undulating countryside and an atmosphere of complete tranquillity. A new benchmark for luxury 

Franschhoek accommodation. Step into the Great Hall and be transported to a world of exquisite beauty, opulence 

and grandeur in this luxury Franschhoek hotel. 

Glittering Indian chandeliers hang from the vaulted ceiling, original artwork and huge mirrors grace the walls, while 

the furnishings of Liz Biden are plush, colourful and stylish. Elegant antiques and exquisite flowers create a feeling of 

refinement and sophistication. 

Franschhoek 

Idyllically situated in the Cape Winelands, this peaceful country retreat is one of the oldest towns in South Africa. 

The once sleepy little village was named Franschhoek, meaning 'French Corner' as it was founded by French 
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Huguenots. The fertile valley of Franschhoek boasts a rich heritage showcased at the fascinating Huguenot Memorial 

Museum and the Cape Dutch architecture in much of the village remains remarkably well preserved. The town’s 

proximity to Cape Town allows for pleasant day trips during which visitors can explore the area’s many world-class 

wine estates and impressive range of excellent restaurants or simply browse the quaint, upmarket boutiques strewn 

along the town’s lovely tree-lined avenues.  

 

Overnight: La Residence  View iBrochure 

A romantic, indulgent paradise whose interior is filled with wonderful artwork and magnificent furniture. Eleven 

glamorous suites are decorated in vibrant colours.  Guests can enjoy the pool, spa, gym, library and wireless internet. 

Warm, personalized service creates an atmosphere of relaxation, whilst garden produce is used to create 

memorable meals. Complimentary village transfers allow leisurely exploration. Activities available locally range from 

wine-tasting to golf. 

Alternatively, five Vineyard Suites offer family-friendly accommodation with private gardens and luxurious interiors. 

Dine in the Terrace Room; enjoy the comfortable sitting room and pool. Superior service makes everything effortless 

and enjoyable.  

 
 

Included 

Full Board 

 

Day 9:  La Residence, Franschhoek   
 

Day Itinerary 

In the heart of South Africa’s wine country, the experience at La Residence is focused on fine wine and delicious 

cuisine. The cuisine is such an integral part of the experience at La Residence, and our guests will often sit down with 

the chefs to discuss their preferences and dietary requirements with menus being tailored accordingly.Breakfast at 

this Franschhoek hotel is a lavish, buffet affair. All manner of cereals, fruits, cheeses and meats are on offer, as well 

as a scrumptious hot breakfast menu. Then stroll through the picturesque streets of Fraschhoek with its many 

galleries and cafes. Set out to some of the award-winning nearby wine estates and taste some fine South African 

wines. 

Included 

Full Board 

 

http://wetu.com/iBrochure/9899_8362
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Day 10:  Departure   
 

Day Itinerary 

This morning after one last sumptuous breakfast you will be transferred to Cape Town International Airport for your 

onward travel arrangements. 

Transport 
 

Flight Information 

 

Transfers 

 

Travel Information 

 

This vast country is undoubtedly one of the most culturally and geographically diverse places on earth. Fondly known 

by locals as the 'Rainbow Nation', South Africa has 11 official languages and its multicultural inhabitants are 

influenced by a fascinating mix of African, Asian and European cultures. Spend your days: discovering the gourmet 

restaurants, impressive art and nightlife scenes and fine beaches of Cape Town; enjoying a typical local braai 

(barbecue) in the Soweto township; browsing the bustling Indian markets in Durban; or sampling some of the 

world’s finest wines at the myriad wine estates dotted around the picturesque Cape Winelands. Due to its rich and 

turbulent history there are plenty of historical attractions to explore including the Zululand battlefields of KwaZulu-

Natal, the Apartheid Museum in Johannesburg and Robben Island, just off the coast of Cape Town. Above all else, 

Date Flight Airline Departure Airport Time Arrival 

Airport 

Time Class Ref 

 Scheduled  Royal Malewane & Africa 

House 

 The Silo Hotel    

Date Company Pick Up Drop Off Time Vehicle 

  Kruger Mpumalanga International 

Airport [MQP] 

Royal Malewane & Africa 

House 

  

  The Silo Hotel La Residence   

  La Residence Cape Town International 

Airport [CPT] 
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South Africa’s attraction lies in its remarkably untamed wilderness with its astonishing range of wildlife roaming 

freely across massive unfenced game reserves such as the world famous Kruger National Park. With all of this variety 

on offer, it is little wonder that South Africa has fast become Africa’s most popular tourist destination.  

Banking and Currency 

Currency 

The currency is the Rand, which is divided into 100 cents. There are R200, R100, R50, R20 and R10 notes. Coins come 

in R5, R2, R1, 50c, 20c, 10c and 5c. 

Banking 

Banks are found in most towns, and are generally open from 09h00 to 15h30 on weekdays and 08h30 to 11h00 on 

Saturdays (Closed Sundays and Public Holidays). Most of them offer foreign exchange services - with cash, bank & 

credit cards as well as travellers cheques. You can also obtain cash from automatic teller machines (ATMs). Several 

international banks have branches in the main city centres. Always advise your bank that you are travelling outside 

of the country as they might block your purchases if they are not informed.  

Travel, Transport and Getting Around 

Travelling around South Africa is relatively easy by air, road and rail.  

 

Principal air routes are serviced by SAA and British Airways, operated by Comair. There are 2 low-cost carriers on 

main routes, namely Kulula.com and Mango.    

Facilitating travel around South Africa are 10 airports managed by the Airports Company South Africa (Acsa). In 

addition, there are some 90 regional airports, including the Kruger Mpumalanga International Airport in Nelspruit 

and the Skukuza Airport, offering access to the Kruger National Park.  

An extensive tarred road system makes travelling in South Africa by vehicle convenient and easy. You will find gravel 

roads in rural areas though.  Note: 

Another means of getting around South Africa are luxury inter-city bus services such as Greyhound and Trans-Lux.  

Metrobus buses are available for in-city transport.  Metered taxis must be ordered by telephone. There is a hop-on-

hop-off bus in Cape Town and Johannesburg. 

Our rail system includes the long-haul, inexpensive Shosholoza Meyl Metrorail trains. More luxurious options are the 

Blue Train, Premier Classe and the steam train Rovos Rail.  There is also the new Gautrain rapid transit railway 

system in Gauteng Province which links Johannesburg, Pretoria, Ekhuruleni and OR Tambo International Airport. 

Food, Drink and Cuisine Advice 

Standards of hygiene in relation to food health and safety in South Africa, are generally high in hotels, restaurants, 

pubs and nightspots. Tap water in South Africa is safe to drink and cook with when taken from taps in urban areas. 

Not all tap water in rural areas is safe for consumption, so take precautions if necessary. 

It is safe to eat fresh fruit, vegetables and salads, and put ice in your drinks. South Africa's fish, meat and chicken are 

of excellent quality, so there is no need to limit yourself when enjoying the local cuisine. 

Restaurants are subject to South Africa's food safety control legislation, which is implemented by local government.  

Regulations include certification and regular inspections by health inspectors to ensure hygienic standards are 

maintained. 
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Street food is not as common in South Africa as it is in other countries, although vendors selling traditional snacks 

and meals can be found in city centres and townships. Food safety in such instances cannot always be guaranteed. 

Climate and Weather 

South African temperatures, which are measured in centigrade, average at highs of 28°C to average lows of 8°C in 

the summer months while winter temperatures range from 1°C at night to around 18°C in the day.  Average annual 

rainfall is on the low side at under 500mm a year, making the country somewhat dry.  Much of the rain falls in the 

Western Cape in the winter, differing from the rest of the country, which experiences summer rainfall. On the plus 

side, the South African climate boasts more than its fair share of sunshine, recording an average of 8.5 hours a day. 

Clothing and Dress Recommendations 

Summer 

Bring clothes that are cool, light and comfortable because summer temperatures can get well into the 30 - 40 degree 

Celsius range in some areas.Also bring an umbrella or raincoat during summer as this is when most of the country 

gets its rain, but don't forget a swimming costume (bathing suit). 

Winter 

The winters are generally mild, comparing favourably with European summers.  But there are days when 

temperatures dive, especially in high-lying areas such as the Drakensberg, so be prepared with jerseys and jackets. 

Cape Town gets its rain during the winter season so it’s advisable to bring rain gear along. 

General 

Always bring a hat, sunglasses and sunblock as the sun can be strong even in the winter months. 

Walking shoes are a good idea all year-round, with warm socks in the winter. 

If you are doing business in the country, business attire  (suit and tie) is generally called for in the corporate sector, 

but media for example generally dress more casually. 

For game viewing, a couple of neutral-toned items will be useful, but there's no need to go overboard. A good pair of 

walking shoes is also advisable. 

For the evening, if you are dining at an upmarket restaurant or seeing a show, smart-casual attire is recommended. 

Electricity and Plug Standards 

Current is 220/240 volts at 50 cycles per second. A three-point round-pin adapter plug should be brought for your 

electrical appliances - such adapters are also available at major airports.  

 


